BRIDEX 2002 vpdates for diplomats

Thursday, June 5, 2008

COURTESY MIMDEF

The Ministry of Defence hosted a reception 1o promote the Brunei Daruszalam
International Defence Exhibition (BRIDEX) 2009 for about 50 diplomatic missions in
the country at the new Minisiry of Detence building yester day marning.

The diplomat: comprised high commissioners, ambassadars, defence attaches and
representatives from all the Asean countries, and friendly countries like the United
States of America, Canaoda, Australia, Federal Republic of Germany, Repoblic of
South Africa, Japan, Republic of Kerea, People's Repoblic of China, Saudi drabia,
Islamic Republic of Iran, Sultanate of Oman, Pecple's Republic of Bangladesh,
Republic of France, Republic of India, United Kingdom of Great Britain & Morthern
Ireland, Republic of Ukraine and lzlamic Republic of Pakiztan.

Prasent at the reception were official: from the Ministry of Defence and Royal Brunei
Armed Forces (REAF) which included the Deputy Ainister of Defence, Pehin Dato
Singamanteri Colonel (Rtd) Date Seri Paduka Awang Haji Mohammad Yasmin bin
Haji Umar, te Commander of Royal Brunei Armed Forces (REAF) and the Permanent
Secretary af the #inistry of Defence, Doto Paduka Awang Haji Abdul #ajid bin
Mangarshah.

Also in attendance were the Deputy Permanent Secretaries of Defence, Service
Commanders and Commandants, Civilian and Military Directors, Senior Officers and
Officers of Ministry of Defence and REAF.

With the full suppart of the Ministry of Defence, the reception was part of on-going
efforts to promote BRIDEX 200%': upcoming events to potential regional and
international exhibitors, oz well as rade visitors, an initiative by Roval Brunei
Technical Services (RETZ) as the appointed event organizer.

The reception programme included a speeche: by the Deputy Minister of Defence
and the Permanent Secretary of Defence. A briefing by RETS representative on
BERIDEX 200% was later delivered, followed by a briefing on Defence YWhite Paper
Update 2007 by a Senior Officer from the Directorate of Defence Palicy, Ministry
of Defence.

The reception aimed to provide the attendess and visitors with infarmation on
BERIDEX 2009 as well as apen up an opportunity to network with counter parts in a
relaxed environment.

BERIDEX is an infegrated fri-service defence and security exhibition that will bring
together some 250 defence and security companies worldwide, BRIDEX 2009
aims to provide a "Unique experience in defence business facilitation” unveiling and
shaweazing the latest, maost innawative and value-enhancing technology solutians in
land, naval and aeros pace systems. The exhibition iz scheduled o toke place from
August 11 1o 15, 2009 at a new wenue, the Royal Bronei Polo and Riding Club in
Jerudong.

Later in the afternoon, the Ministry of Defence hosted a sporting event for the
diplomatic missions' representatives, allowing a more casual and friendly
atmosphere far greater interaction and enhanced networking. The sparting event took
place at the Water Tports Centre REAF, Seraza Beach which also zaw the official
opening of the jetty, a crucial extension for the centre,
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